MEN OF POWER

with them, destructive to those who oppose.   Franklin
co-operated.   He was at home in the universe.

His philosophy alone would have meant little, had it
not been for the self-discipline with which he applied
it to his own life. By that discipline he educated him-
self, guided his natural curiosity and energy to the dis-
covery of new principles of science and their application
to practical inventions, learned to budget his time,
taught himself new skills, trained his pen to express
clearly and gracefully his thought, corrected his own
wayward habits, restrained his passions, and nourished
his virtues. By this combination of a simple, rugged
philosophy and a rigorous self-discipline he achieved
a character that won the confidence and affections of
his countrymen and the respect of the world.
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